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riages of the Savages would give us trouble. The
liberty of having several wives, and of changing them
at pleasure, is a great obstacle to the Faith, but it is
not insurmountable. Grace is more powerful than
nature. Monsieur the Chevalier de Montmagny,
who wishes to give these good Neophytes a high
opinion of that Sacrament, frequently honors their
marriages with his presence. He has a fine feast
prepared on the wedding day, which is attended by
many of the principal among our French, after they
have been present at the holy ceremonies of the
Church. On these occasions we do not neglect [28]
to speak of the stability of Marriage, as well as the
importance of obeying God on that point. The Cap-
tains of the Savages are the first to frighten the new-
ly-married couples against separating. The candor
and simplicity of these good people would be some-
thing quite novel in France. When the Priest who
officiates at the ceremonies of this Sacrament is about
to question both parties as to their consent, if there
be any Savage of importance present who is zealous,
he calls out: ‘‘ Stay, my Father, I wish to speak.”
Then, addressing the bridegroom and the bride who
are standing before the Altar, he says to them:
‘“ Take care; thereis but one more step to be taken,—
if you go any further, you can never draw back.
Your word is a bond that will unite you so closely
that you will no longer be permitted to sever it.
Keep your mouths closed, if you do not wish to be
bound. If you speak, may your words be of iron,
that they may never break. You are still free,—mno
one compels you; but if you speak, we will force you
to keep your word. Now then, speak, or be silent,
as you please.”” Then, turning towards the Priest,



